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Africa

Name	of	instrument	 Country	(Location) Language	group Source Additional Resources

mafata-iswaneng Botswana Bakgatla Wood 1985; Wood 1976 

an g'bendi Cameroon Baka
Heart of the Forest: The Music Of The Baka Forest People Of Southeast 
Cameroon (1993)

angbindi Cameroon Baka Voice of the Rainforest: Baka Forest People of Southeastern Cameroon (2013)
angendeng Central African Republic Mpyemo Djenda 1996; Djenda 1968
anghbindi Cameroon Baka "Anghbindi (Earth Bow)," https://youtu.be/DQeEtvUkulA

awunene Uganda Teso Trowell and Wachsman 1953

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 50.323, "Awunene Song," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X5061XX-0100V0; 50.324, "Awunene Song,"https://sounds.bl.uk/World-
and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-C0004X5061XX-0200V0

babakungbu Democratic Republic of Congo Mamvu Costermans 1947; Lelong 1946

babakungu Democratic Republic of Congo Mari Andosi, Apanga
Gansemans, Gourlay, and de 
Hen 2014; Costermans 1947

bob an tèr Reunion McDonald 2019
Untitled facebook post, https://en-
gb.facebook.com/DinaMargabim974/posts/769873957267217

bobre en terre Reunion Live 2006
bodongo Democratic Republic of Congo Boa Costermans 1947
chagongo Kenya (South Maragoli) Senoga-Zake 1986
chilimbwi Zambia Corbeil 1972
dibukandinga Zimbabwe Shona Maraire 1982
digombe Central African Republic BaAka Fürniss 2012 Centrafrique: pygmées Aka (Chants de chasse, d'amour et de moquerie) (1998).

dioulou-tama Guinea (Fouta-Djalon)
Possibly Wassulu or 
Fulbe-Fouta Maclaud 1908

dumbu kalinga 
South Africa (Northern 
Transvaal) Venda Kruger 1989; Kruger 1986

Jaco Kruger Collections (ILAM): JKC10a-16, "Dumbu Kalinga," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1008935 ; JKC10a-17, "Tsinga nndedede," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1009167 ; JKC10a-18, "Gai na gai," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1009046; JKC10a-19, "Dzingidzingi mafula to," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1008990; JKC10b-01, "I ya vhuya," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1008711; JKC10b-02, "Phulu mutada phulu," 
http://hdl.handle.net/10962/d1008712  

dzikamunhenga Zimbabwe Shona
Kyker 2021a; Kyker 2021b; 
Kyker 2018a; Kyker 2018b

Chipendani Music of Zimbabwe (2011); “Sekuru Muradzikwa plays the 
dzikamunhenga groundbow," https://youtu.be/ufop7-IwZR8; "Mhorobia," 
"Kambuya-mbuya," https://sekuru.org/kambuya-mbuya/

ekidongodo Uganda Bavuma Jensen, 1971a; Jensen 1971b Uganda - musik der bavuma (1971)
ekitabiizire Uganda (Ankole) Kiga, Iru Van Thiel 1977
ekitukulende Uganda Bukonjo Kubik 1962

ekitulege Uganda
Nyambo, Ziba, Iru, 
Toro, Konjo

Van Thiel 1977; Trowell and 
Wachsman 1953; Wachsmann 
1939



ekituleje Uganda Bakunta

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 50.001, "Kuturege Tundya," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X4958XX-0100V0

galinga 
South Africa (Northern 
Transvaal) Venda

Blacking 1965; Kruger 1989; 
Kruger 1986

Venda Music: Recorded Examples by John Blacking. Track 9 - Instrumental 
music: stringed instruments, https://soundcloud.com/uwlibraries/blacking09/

idingidi Kenya (Maragoli) Luhya Senoga-Zake 1986

igbombo
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Watsa-Gombari) Bambuti

Schebesta 1957; Costermans 
1947; Schebesta 1941

ikpwokpwo
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Watsa-Gombari)

"Pygmies" (of 
Andekalao people) de Hen 2014; Costermans 1947

indevedeve Kenya (Maragoli) Luhya Senoga-Zake 1986
indovondovo Kenya Logooli Kidula 2013
itikili Uganda Lugbara Trowell and Wachsman, 1953

itumbélongonda
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(District de l'Equateur) Beloko Hulstaert 1935

itumbolongonda
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(District de l'Equateur) Bokote Hulstaert 1935

itumbongonda
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(District de l'Equateur) Beloko Hulstaert 1935

itumbongondo
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(District de l'Equateur) Beloko Hulstaert 1935

jigijigi Uganda Alur Trowell and Wachsman, 1953

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 50.030, "Elephant sings - Mukung 
Nyondo," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X4965XX-0600V0; 50.029, "Jigijigi song," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-
and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-C0004X4965XX-0500V0; 50.031, 
"Kec opodo (famine time),"https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-
music/Wachsmann/025M-C0004X4966XX-0100V0

kalangay Madagascar (Amparimiaiky)
Jacques Faublée Collection, (MEG): ETHPH 401575; ETHPH 401574 
(https://www.ville-ge.ch/meg/en/collections02.php)

kalinga 

kambuya-mbuya Zimbabwe Shona

Kyker 2021a; Kyker 2021b; 
Kyker 2018a; Kyker and 
Chigamba 2018

"Herding songs," https://sekuru.org/herding-songs/; "Kambuya-mbuya," 
https://sekuru.org/kambuya-mbuya/

kanyagombwa Uganda (Ankole) Kiga, Iru Van Thiel 1977

kapukulu
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Katanga) Basanga Centner 1963

kede ngeli Central African Republic Gbaya 

Tessman, 1914, letter to Erich 
Moritz von Hornbostel (in 
Fürniss 2012); Tessmann 1934

kevandingenda Central African Republic Banda-Linda Arom 1989
Central African Republic (1989); Rondes et jeux chantés Banda-Linda 
(République Centrafricaine) (1974) 

kidongodo Uganda Bavuma

Kubik, Malamusi, and Varsanyi 
2014; Jensen, 1971a; Jensen 
1971b

kingwanda-ngwanda Central African Republic Babembe Pepper 1972; Pepper 1953

An Anthology Of African Life Volume 1: Congo-Gabon (1972); CREM-CRNS: 
CNRSMH_E_1959_002_004_001_10, "Jeux musicaux:, Arc-en-terre 001_10," 
https://archives.crem-
cnrs.fr/archives/items/CNRSMH_E_1959_002_004_001_10/

kirigbig Guinea (Kouranko) Malinké/Mandingue Beart 1955; Touré 1953



kitulege Uganda (Ankole) Tagwenda, Kunta, Iru Van Thiel 1977
korongoe Central African Republic Gbaya-Bokoto Kubik 2008; Djenda 1968
korongwe Central African Republic Gbaya-Bokoto Gourlay and de Hen 2014

kungunangu
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Bwere District) Mondo de Faradje Costermans 1947

makalapo Mauritius/Chagos
Ballgobin and Antoine 2003; 
Bollée 1993 

 "Présentation du makalapo par Marclaine Antoine," 
https://youtu.be/YoK4PYMg70M; "Chagossian Music Demonstration," 
https://youtu.be/qDtffidjAfg; 
https://chagos.online/exhibits/show/music_song_dance/otherinstruments

makalapo Seychelles

Jeffery and Rotter 2018; Parent 
2018; Pallai 2017; Pallai 2013; 
Bollée 1993; Mahoune 1978 Ton Pat’ memwar lanmizik seselwa (2010)

malaba Uganda Gishu Trowell and Wachsman 1953

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 50.388, "Earth-bow (Maloba) song," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X5079XX-0400V0; 50.389, "Earth-bow (Maloba) song," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X5079XX-0500V0

malabe Uganda Gishu

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 54.332, "Malabe sadongana, 
oweikoti eisale, Isabirye niNabirye," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-
music/Wachsmann/025M-C0004X0040XX-0500V0; 

maloba Uganda Gishu Trowell and Wachsman 1953

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 54.518, "Maloba ali mugidiri. Kafula 
ifula ikube kali maku hambire/wolubende mgule/Kabula ifula ikube kali naku 
hambire," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X0048XX-0200V0

mbindi Central African Republic Babenzele (Bayaka) Sarno 1995 Voices of the Forest, Recording of the Bayaka (1993)
musokolome Uganda Soga Wachsmann 1956 

musokolume Uganda Soga
Kubik 1968; Trowell and 
Wachsman 1953 

Karl Wachsmann Uganda Collection (BL): 54.409, "Musokolome (earth-bow) 
song," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X0042XX-2300V0; 54.410, "Musokolome (earth-bow) song," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X0042XX-2400V0; 54.313, "Musokolome ne mwanyina," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X0039XX-1000V0; 54.314, "Musokolome ne mwanyina," 
https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-
C0004X0039XX-1100V0; 54.382, "Badongana, Kalulu ni Nabirye, badongana, 
Isabirye ni Nabirye, Isabiirye badongana," https://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-
traditional-music/Wachsmann/025M-C0004X0041XX-2900V0

ngbindi Central African Republic Bayaka

Louis Sarno Collection (PRM): 1997 21 2 132 B 11, “Ngbanda playing the 
ngbindi earth bow (Central African Republic)," 
https://soundcloud.com/pittriversound-1/ngbanda-playing-the-ngbindi

ngwanda ngwanda 
Central African Republic 
(Départment de Pool) Babembe Pepper 1950

nkutu kubidi 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Katanga) Baluba Centner 1963

nkutukubidi 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Shaba) Baluba Gansemans 1980; Laurenty 1971

Digitization of the Ethnomusicological Sound Archive of the Royal Museum for 
Central Africa (RMCA): MR.1973.2.1-13 (untitled)

okalunyi Angola (Bie) Ovimbundu
Martini, N.D.(a); Martini, 
N.D.(b)  Music of the Ovimbundu (2001)

olokalunyi Angola (Bie) Ovimbundu Martini, N. D.(b) 



omujariko Uganda (Ankole) Iru, Runyakore, Kooki Van Thiel 1977

Digitization of the Ethnomusicological Sound Archive of the Royal Museum for 
Central Africa (RMCA): MR.1969.18.11-15, "Nsanga akakaikuru," 
MR.1974.2.12-6, "Ndinywa Nyoko"

papakungbu
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Watsa-Gombari)

"Pygmies" (of 
Andekalao people) de Hen 2014; Costermans 1947 

pitikalangy Reunion Live 2006

pitikilanga Madagascar Betsimisaraka
Randrianary 2001; Desjaques 
1998 Madagascar: Land of the Betsimisaraka (1998)

pitikilangay Madagascar Tanala Sachs 1938
pitikilange Madagascar Tanala Linton 1933
pitikinanga Madagascar Tsimihety Molet 1978
rwakanyengyere Uganda (Ankole) Kiga, Iru Van Thiel 1977
sakatulube Uganda Copi Wachsmann 1956

sekitulege Uganda Baganda

Kubik 1968; Wachsmann 1958; 
Kyagambiddwa, 1956; Trowell 
and Wachsman 1953; 
Wachsmann 1939; Kagwa, 1934

sekituleghe Uganda (Mukono) Baganda Kubik 2017
Video document no. 60, February 6, 2000 at Lutengo village, northeast of 
Mukono, Uganda (Private Archive of Kubik/Malamusi, Vienna)

ssekitulege Uganda (Mukono) Baganda
Kubik, Malamusi and Varsanyi 
2014 

“Ssekitulege! Ekivuga ekyayigirizanga abaana okuyimba," 
https://youtu.be/FQ_214nHNOE

tekpede Ivory Coast, Liberia Dan Zemp 1971
tipakalangay Madagascar (Sakaraha) Sachs 1938

tipangalay Madagascar (Beraketa)
Jacques Faublée Collection (MEG): ETHPH 402428; ETHPH 402429 
(https://www.ville-ge.ch/meg/en/collections02.php)

titimotiti Democratic Republic of Congo Andekote Costermans, 1947; Lelong 1946
tsilimbi Comoros Ottenheimer 1970
tsipakilangay Madagascar (Ankazoabo) Sachs 1938
tum Uganda Lango Trowell and Wachsman, 1953
zindingwandingwa Zimbabwe Shona Zimbabwe News 1979
zingaringi Zimbabwe Shona Huwiler 1995; Jones 1992

zuzu
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Watsa-Gombari)

Balese de 
Tshamunange Costermans 1947

Atlantic	Diaspora

Name	of	instrument	 Country Language Source Additional Resources

carángano Colombia (Tolú)
Trujillo 2019; Trujillo 2017; 
Trujillo et al., 2014; List 2011

Carángano (channel), https://vimeo.com/user34841493; "La ruta de los 
instrumentos frotados," https://youtu.be/fxEM-KWtOX0; 

bajo en tierra Cuba Orozco 2014; Vergara 2009
calorine Haiti Sylvain 1933

gayumba Dominican Republic

Hutchinson, 2014; Davis 1998; 
Burgos 1986; Lizardo 1975; 
Ortiz 1953; Coopersmith 1949

 Fradique Lizardo collection (CCELJ): Field recording, number unknown; 
"Gayumba Dominicana," https://youtu.be/G8HemMjrAfE; "Gayumba y Perico 
Ripiao," https://youtu.be/wlZ9GfdiY-U

gayumba del monte Dominican Republic Ortiz 1953: Coopersmith 1949 



gayumba primitiva Dominican Republic Ortiz 1953: Coopersmith 1949 
kalorin Haiti Dauphin 1980
kaolín Cuba Rodríguez, 1997
kaolina Cuba Rodríguez, 1997
karolin Cuba, Haiti (Cayes) Rodríguez, 1997; Dauphin 1980
karolina Cuba Rodríguez, 1997
kimbumba Cuba Ortiz, 1953
kumbandela Cuba Ortiz, 1953
kumbandera Cuba Ortiz, 1953

marengwen piga zonbi Haiti

Denis and Paul, 1980; 
http://www.ipimh.org//fiche-
tanbou-marengwen-24.html

tambor mosquito Dominican Republic Ortiz 1953
tambour marengwen Haiti "Le	tambour	Marengwen,"	https://youtu.be/4Dw1Kga65_Y
tambour maringouin     Haiti Courlander 1951; Sylvain 1933 Music of Haiti: Vol. 1, Folk Music of Haiti (1951)
tambour maringuin Haiti Davis 1998
tambour moustique Haiti Schaeffner 1936

tanbou marengwen Haiti

Denis and Paul, 1980; Paul, 
1946; 
http://www.ipimh.org//fiche-
tanbou-marengwen-24.html "Tanbou marengwen,"  http://www.ipimh.org//fiche-tanbou-marengwen-24.html

tanbou maringwen Haiti Largey 1994

tingotalango Cuba
Schecter, 2014;  Rodríguez, 
1997; León 1984

“El Son Cubano en Washington, D.C., 1989: Con Compay Segundo;” 
https://youtu.be/FEHSYoI0IJ0 “Tingo Talango – Tingotalango,” 
https://youtu.be/E_ZyqnIhgYk 

tumba Cuba Rodríguez, 1997
tumbadera Cuba León 1984
tumbadora Cuba Rodríguez, 1997

tumbandera Cuba
Schecter, 2014; Rodríguez, 
1997; Leon 1984; Ortiz 1953

"Singular familia tunera defiende tradiciones campesinas," https://youtu.be/-
LBFYe5Jq8M; "El sol nació y el monte quedará," 
http://www.cubarte.cult.cu/blog-cubarte/el-son-nacio-y-en-el-monte-quedara/; 
"Tumbandera," 
http://www.montunocubano.com/Tumbao/images/Instruments/tumbandera.jpg; 
"La tumbandera ou tingotalango ou bajo en tierra,"  
http://www.ritmacuba.com/instrumentsCuba.html#Tumbandera


